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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on October 1 , 
2005. Claims 1-4, 8-9, 11-12, 15, 17-19, 21, and 23-24 have been amended. Claims 1- 
24 are pending. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

2. The Examiner withdraws the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 112. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. In response to the arguments concerning 
the previously rejected claims, the following comments are made: 

The Applicant argues Ikeda (U.S. Pub. 2002/0174360) does not teach "the 
device ID is replaced with another password". The Examiner asserts that the particular 
feature was shown to be obvious under the combination of Shimada (U.S. 5,922,073). 
In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot 
show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are 
based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 
(CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). With 
regard to the Applicant's argument regarding Ikeda does not teach "the device ID is 
recorded onto the service server", is not relevant to the claims that were rejected. 
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The Applicant argues Ikeda and Shimada do not teach that the replaced attribute 
data is recorded onto the recording medium and a password that is common for a 
plurality of data processing apparatuses. The Examiner disagrees and maintains the 
rejection. Ikeda discloses a plurality of electronic appliances being assigned a unique 
device ID, (Page 1, paragraph 9) and a password for the user. (Page 7, paragraph 133) 
Shimada discloses an attribute data addition unit that adds attribute data that receives 
the addition request replaces attribute data of the designated data in the data-attribute 
table included in a memory. (Col. 4, line 10-16) Ikeda also discloses a rewritable 
memory to rewrite the programs and factory preset data as necessary for updating. 
(Page 5, paragraph 97) and also a disk drive that reproduces the recording medium that 
transfers map information that has been reproduced from the recording medium to the 
DRAM via the bus. (Page 6, paragraph 18) Furthermore, Ikeda discloses a password 
recorded on the recording medium. (Page 10, paragraph 180; the navigation system 
may send a password together with the navigation ID) 

In response to applicant's argument that references fail to show certain features 
of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., that 
the update-data has been previously recorded on the recording medium") are not 
recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

The Applicant argues Morisawa et al. (hereinafter Morisawa, U.S. 5,537,544) 
does not teach "the password is replaced with another password". The Examiner 
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asserts that the particular feature was shown to be obvious under the combination of 
Shimada. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections 
are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 
USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 
1986). 

The Examiner disagrees with the applicant and maintains all rejections. All 
amendments and argument by the Applicant have been considered. It is the Examiner's 
conclusion that calms 1-24 are not patentably distinct or non-obvious over the prior art 
of record in view of the references Ikeda, Shimada and Morisawa. Therefore, all the 
rejection is maintained as given below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
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under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 1, 4-5, 7-16, 18-22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ikeda United States Publication Number 2002/0174360 in view of 
Shimada United States Letter Patent Number 5,922,073. 
As per claim 1: 

Ikeda teaches a recording medium on which it is possible to record a password; 
wherein 

the password is any one of a first password that cannot be updated and that is 
unique for each individual data processing apparatus, (Page 2, paragraph 14; ... a 
device ID that is uniquely assigned to each electronic appliance ...) 

the data that are used in data processing by said data processing apparatus are 
recorded; (Page 4, paragraphs 71, 72 and 91; ...information that is read from an 
internally reproduced recording medium ...) and 

Ikeda does not explicitly disclose a second password that is common for a 
plurality of data processing apparatuses including said data processing apparatus and 
that can be re-written to said first password; and said second password is recorded on 
said recording medium before being installed in said data processing apparatus. 

Shimada in analogous art, however, discloses a second password that is 
common for a plurality of data processing apparatuses including said data processing 
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apparatus and that can be re-written to said first password; (Col. 1, lines 46-49; Col. 3, 
lines 38-40) and said second password is recorded on said recording medium before 
being installed in said data processing apparatus. (Col. 4, lines 14-17) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the recording medium disclosed by Ikeda 
to include a second password that is common for a plurality of data processing 
apparatuses including said data processing apparatus and that can be re-written to said 
first password; and said second password is recorded on said recording medium before 
being installed in said data processing apparatus. This modification would have been 
obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
do so, as suggested by, Shimada (Abstract) in order to compare two passwords to 
permit access to the data based on the comparison results. 
As per claim 4 and 11: 

Ikeda teaches a data processing apparatus and a recording medium with pre- 
installed a re-writable recording medium and comprising: 

a password memory device for storing a first password that is unique for each 
data processing apparatus, and which must be used in order to perform recording of 
data on or reproduction of data from said recording medium; (Page 6, paragraph 98) 

a recording and reproduction device for using said stored first password to 
perform recording or reproduction; (Page 4, paragraphs 71, 72 and 91) 

Ikeda does not explicitly disclose a judgment device for determining whether or 
not it is possible to perform recording of data to or reproduction of data from an update 
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recording medium by using a second password, which must be used in order to perform 
recording of data on or reproduction of data from said update recording medium, that is 
another medium, and that is used when updating the data on said recording medium; an 
update device for updating said data on said recording medium by using the data 
recorded on a proper update medium, which has been determined to be a proper 
update recording medium for which it is possible to perform either recording or 
reproduction by using said second password; and a change device for changing said 
second password to said first password after updating said data. 
Shimada in analogous art, however, discloses 

a judgment device for determining whether or not it is possible to perform 
recording of data to or reproduction of data from an update recording medium by using 
a second password, which must be used in order to perform recording of data on or 
reproduction of data from said update recording medium, that is another medium, and 
that is used when updating the data on said recording medium; (Col. 3, lines 47-55) 

an update device for updating said data on said recording medium by using the 
data recorded on a proper update medium, which has been determined to be a proper 
update recording medium for which it is possible to perform either recording or 
reproduction by using said second password; (Col. 3, lines 40-44) and 

a change device for changing said second password to said first password after 
updating said data. (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed by Ikeda. This 
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modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by, Shimada (Abstract) in order to 
strictly protect confidential information in a data processing apparatus. This way, 
services can be restricted to users whose passwords have been determined valid. 
As per claim 5, 10 and 12: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Shimada further discloses a data processing apparatus, a method and a recording 
medium wherein said second password is common for a plurality of said proper update 
recording media. (Col. 1, lines 46-49; Col. 3, lines 38-40) 
As per claim 7: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Shimada further discloses a data processing apparatus wherein said second password 
is supplied externally together with said update recording medium. (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 
As per claim 8: 

Ikeda teaches a data processing apparatus with pre-installed a re-writable 
recording medium and comprising: 

a first password memory device for storing a first password that is unique for 
each individual data processing apparatus and that must be used in order to perform 
either recording of data on or reproduction of data from said recording medium; (Page 
6, paragraph 98) 
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a recording and reproduction device for performing either recording or 
reproduction of data using said stored first password; (Page 4, paragraphs 71, 72 and 
91) and 

Ikeda does not explicitly disclose a second password memory device for storing 
a second password that must be used in order to perform either recording of data on or 
reproduction of data from an update medium, which is another medium, and which is 
used when updating the data on said recording medium. 

Shimada in analogous art, however, discloses a second password memory 
device for storing a second password that must be used in order to perform either 
recording of data on or reproduction of data from an update medium, which is another 
medium, and which is used when updating the data on said recording medium. (Col. 1 , 
lines 46-49; Col. 3, lines 38-40; Col. 4, lines 14-17) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus disclosed by Ikeda to 
include a second password memory device for storing a second password that must be 
used in order to perform either recording of data on or reproduction of data from an 
update medium, which is another medium, and which is used when updating the data 
on said recording medium. This modification would have been obvious because a 
person having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so, as 
suggested by, Shimada (Abstract) in order to compare two passwords to permit access 
to the data based on the comparison results. 
As per claim 9: 
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Ikeda teaches a data processing method for a data processing apparatus with 
pre-installed a re-writable recording medium and comprising: 

a password memory process for storing a first password that is unique for each 
data processing apparatus, and which must be used in order to perform recording of 
data on or reproduction of data from said recording medium; (Page 6, paragraph 98) 

a recording and reproduction process for using said stored first password to 
perform recording or reproduction; (Page 4, paragraphs 71, 72 and 91) 

Ikeda does not explicitly disclose a judgment process for determining whether or 
not it is possible to perform recording of data on or reproduction of data from an update 
recording medium by using a second password, which must be used in order to perform 
recording of data on or reproduction of data from said update recording medium, that is 
another medium, and that is used when updating the data on said recording medium; an 
update process for updating said data on said recording medium by using the data 
recorded on a proper update medium, which has been determined to be a proper 
update recording medium for which it is possible to perform either recording or 
reproduction by using said second password; and a change process for changing said 
second password to said first password after updating said data. 

Shimada in analogous art, however, discloses 

a judgment process for determining whether or not it is possible to perform 
recording of data on or reproduction of data from an update recording medium by using 
a second password, which must be used in order to perform recording of data on or 
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reproduction of data from said update recording medium, that is another medium, and 
that is used when updating the data on said recording medium; (Col. 3, lines 47-55) 

an update process for updating said data on said recording medium by using the 
data recorded on a proper update medium, which has been determined to be a proper 
update recording medium for which it is possible to perform either recording or 
reproduction by using said second password; and (Col. 3, lines 40-44) and 

a change process for changing said second password to said first password after 
updating said data. (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the method disclosed by Ikeda. This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by, Shimada (Abstract) in order to 
strictly protect confidential information in a data processing apparatus. This way, 
services can be restricted to users whose passwords have been determined valid. 
As per claim 13: 

Ikeda teaches a data processing apparatus with a re-writable recording medium 
and a controlling device, wherein 

the re-writable recording medium comprises first data; (Page 4, paragraphs 71 , 
72 and 91) second data which is used for updating the first data; (Page 13, paragraph 
232) a first password which is used for access to the first data; (Page 2, paragraph 14) 
and 
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the controlling device clears restriction of access to the first data with the use of 
the first password; (Page 13, paragraph 225, ... by comparing the received navigation 
ID and password with the registered navigation ID and password...) 

the controlling device updates the first data with the second data when the 
second data is determined to be original. (Page 13, paragraph 232; the navigation 
system stores the received update data files by writing them in the DRAM, the memory 
or the storage unit) 

Ikeda does not explicitly disclose a second password that is used for access to 
the second data and a controlling device that determines whether the second data is 
original with the use of the second password. 

Shimada in analogous art, however, discloses a second password that is used 
for access to the second data and a controlling device that determines whether the 
second data is original with the use of the second password. (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus disclosed by Ikeda to 
include a second password that is used for access to the second data and a controlling 
device that determines whether the second data is original with the use of the second 
password. This modification would have been obvious because a person having 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by, Shimada 
(Abstract) in order to compare two passwords to permit access to the data in 
accordance with the comparison results. 
As per claim 14: 
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Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Ikeda further discloses a data processing apparatus wherein the controlling device 
makes access to the first data and the second data with the use of the first password. 
(Page 2, paragraph 14) 

In addition, Shimada further discloses the controlling device changes the second 
password to the first password after the update of the first data; (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 
As per claim 15 and 21: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Ikeda further discloses a data processing apparatus and a method wherein the first data 
is stored in the first recording medium; (Page 4, paragraphs 71, 72 and 91) the second 
data is stored in the second recording medium; (Page 13, paragraph 232) the first 
password is used for access to the first medium. (Page 2, paragraph 14) 

In addition, Shimada further discloses a data processing apparatus and a method 
wherein a second password is used for access to the second medium. (Col. 3, lines 38- 
40) 

As per claim 16 and 22: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Ikeda further discloses a data processing apparatus and a method wherein the first 
password is unique for each individual data processing apparatus; (Page 2, paragraph 
14) 
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In addition, Shimada further discloses a data processing apparatus wherein a 
second password is common for a plurality of update recording media. (Col. 1 , lines 46- 
49; Col. 3, lines 38-40) 
As per claim 18 and 24: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Ikeda further discloses a data processing apparatus and a method wherein 

both first data and second data are map data; (Page 14, paragraph 235) and 

the second data is newer than the first data. (Page 14, paragraph 235) 
As per claim 19: 

Ikeda teaches a data processing method for a data processing apparatus with a 
re-writable recording medium and a controlling device, and comprising: 

a clear process for clearing restriction of access to the first data with the use of 
the first password; (Page 2, paragraph 14) 

Ikeda does not explicitly disclose a determination process for determining 
whether the second data is original with the use of the second password; and an update 
process for updating the first data with the second data when the second data is 
determined to be original. 

Shimada in analogous art, however, discloses 

a determination process for determining whether the second data is original with 
the use of the second password; (Col. 3, lines 47-55) and 

an update process for updating the first data with the second data when the 
second data is determined to be original. (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the method disclosed by Ikeda to include a 
determination process for determining whether the second data is original with the use 
of the second password; and an update process for updating the first data with the 
second data when the second data is determined to be original. This modification would 
have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to do so, as suggested by, Shimada (Abstract) in order to compare two 
passwords to permit access to the data in accordance with the comparison results. 
As per claim 20: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Shimada further disclose a data processing method wherein the second password is 
changed to the first password after the update of the first data. (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 
6. Claims 2-3, 6, 17 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ikeda United States Publication Number 2002/0174360 in view of 
Shimada United States Letter Patent Number 5,922,073 and further in view of Morisawa 
et al. (hereinafter Morisawa) United States Letter Patent Number 5,537,544. 
As per claim 2: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. In addition, 
Ikeda further discloses a data processing apparatus that executes said data processing 
using said data that are recorded on said recording medium, and comprising: 

a memory device for storing said first password data (Page 6, paragraph 98) 

In addition, Shimada further discloses 
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an extraction device for extracting the password data that are recorded on said 
recording medium; (Col. 3, lines 41-44) 

a judgment device for determining the contents of said extracted password data; 
(Col. 3, lines 47-55) and 

an update device for updating said password data that are recorded on said 
recording medium to said first password data when said judged contents are the same 
as the contents of said second password. (Col. 3, lines 38-40) 

Both references do not explicitly disclose a memory device for storing said first 
password data together with said second password data. 

Morisawa in analogous art, however, discloses a memory device for storing said 
first password data together with said second password data. (Col. 3, lines 14-16; Col. 
5, lines 57-59; Col. 34, lines 20-21) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the method disclosed by Ikeda and 
Shimada to include a memory device for storing said first password data together with 
said second password data. This modification would have been obvious because a 
person having ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so, as 
suggested by, Morisawa (Abstract) in order to have a password control system that 
holds one or more registered password to allow data processing when a password 
identical to one of the registered passwords is inputted. 
As per claim 3: 
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Ikeda, Shimada and Morisawa teach all the subject matter as discussed above. 
In addition, Shimada further discloses 

a data processing apparatus comprising a recording and reproduction device for 
performing at least recording data on or reproducing data from said recording medium; 
(Col. 1, lines 65-67) and 

a prohibiting device for prohibiting execution of said recording or said 
reproduction when said judged contents differ from both the contents of said first 
password and contents of said second password that are stored in said memory device. 
(Col. 3, lines 65-67 and Col. 4, lines 1-4) 
As per claim 6, 17 and 23: 

Ikeda and Shimada teach all the subject matter as discussed above. Both 
references do not explicitly disclose a data processing apparatus and a method wherein 
said second password is stored in said password memory device together with said first 
password. 

Morisawa in analogous art, however, discloses second password is stored in said 
password memory device together with said first password. (Col. 3, lines 14-16; Col. 5, 
lines 57-59; Col. 34, lines 20-21) 

The rationale for combining the above references is the same as claim 2 above. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shewaye Gelagay whose telephone number is 571-272- 
421 9. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shewaye Gelagay 
12/09/05 
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